January 26, 1966 


Mr. Harold W,. Cuddy 
85 Clark Street 
New Haven, Conn. 


Dear Mr. Guday: 


You have submitted to us what purports to be a 
169 Caroline Elephant Token for our opinion. 


| The piece weighs 119% grains and has a specific 
arvavity of 8.53. A genuine coin should have a specific 
gravity of 8.9. This piece is of soft metal and can be 
readily bent between thumbs. It is @ very crude electro- 
type and the gray soft metal fill shows on the edge end 
Slightly on the obverse surface. The piece is made up by 
joining together two separate electrotype discs, one for 
each side. The joinder line is particularly evident on the 
reverse from 11 o'cloek clockwise to 3 o'clock, There are 
raised splotches on the obverse field which are not found 
on genuine coins and are only found on casts and electros 
due to heat. These splotches, in this cease, apparently 
_ @rose from the attempted fusing of the two parts together. 
The color of the surface is clearly of plating copper 
rather than the impure copper From which the coins were 
originally made. You will also notice a prominent split 

on the edge, near GOD, 


ct iy ae The piece is worthless and is returned here- 
with. | | : ; hiss 


You are very nice to offer to pey for the 
Opinion but no charge is made. However, if you wish to 


eee dontribute anything to this organisation you may feel free 


to de so. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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Pa0.. Box 14020 
St. Louis, Mo. 63178 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Mr. Richard Picker of Albertson, New York, whom I have 
known for a long time suggested I write you and ask 
you if you would authenticate the enclosed coin as I 
feel and Dick does that is is some type of cast. If 
you will give me a full written report on this and 
send me a bill for your serttee, I will remit my check 
as soon as received. ) 


Thanking you for your courtesy, I am 


Yours very truly; 


Maroteh ly Edda 


ANA 20090 


December 27, 1966 


Mr.Charles French 
P.O, Box 256 
Jensen Beach, Florida 33h57 


Dear Mr. French: 


The 1827 and 1831 dimes sre proefs, in our opinion. 
The 1834 may not be. I go more by what the coin is than 
by trying to guess the process by which it was made. If 
polished dies were carefully used on polished planchets 
in that period, then, as I ses it, a proof results whether 
statistically there are more proofs known than recorded. 
Presentation sets and coins for officials were often 
specially made then, as you know, 


The 183) dime has a dull surface under the chin and e 
duller reverse than obverse. That leads me to doubt it. 


As to the Castlorland piece, the edze has been filed 
crudely, as you noted. It is only a medal, not a coin, and 
this medal was struck and restruck as fast as they could 
ss11 them. I do not think there is any sure way of telling 
thin restrikes from originels. Weight in a medal is meen- 
ingless. I have so little respest for all these pieces that 
I think it should be removed from every coin catalogue. You 
hheve @ very strongly struck piece with proof surface. | ee 


We hope we have been helpful. 


Happy New Year, 


bo ; 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 

EDUCATION SOCIETY 

BPN 

atb 


REGISTERED MAIL; 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


me ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, S$ Louis 5, Missouri 


% 


January 17, 1967 


Mr, Richard August 
186 Waternen St, 
Providence, Rhede Island 


Dear Mr. August: 


Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of January 11, 
1967 enclosing a Vermont copper, Rider 3, inquiring as te its 
genuineness. . 


This coin weighs 15 grains and hes a specific gravity 
of 8.5. If turned on its verticel axis the reverse is upright. 
The copper is somewhat yellower than the copper customerily 
found in these pieces. 


There is e raised lump te the right of the upper part 
of the 5 of the dete, which lump I have never seen before, The 
edge is very artificial, having been extensively worked on 
between the S of VERMONTS and the R of REX. There is a dig 
in the edge left of the L of PUBLICA and two digs straddling 
the S of VERMONTS, If the reised grea on the edge were the 
port into which the metal flowed in a centrifugal casting, 
the metal should be more porous in thet erea than in the bel- 
ence of the coin, This is true in this piece, which shows 
gas holes in the metal on both faces near this area. These 
gas holes sre not found in other areas on the coin. The 
berder beeding opposite the E of RES and opposite the MO of 
VERMONTS is fused and was not caused by cirenlation injuries 
but is a casting defects; the lump next to the 5 in the date, 
therefore, is likely to be a casting defect rather then a 
chip out of the die. The coin is thicker than other Vermont 
pieces of the same variety but since Vermont pieces vary 
substantially in thickness this would only create suspicion. 


In our opinion, therefore, this coin is a centrifugal 
cast, and not genuine. It has been carefully colored, polished, 
end filed, particularly on the edge. 3 


Testing the edge of e coin serves little purpose when ern 
the coin is a casting and we can do nothing ebout patching he Mes 
any test marks, Say. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


«2- 
Mr, Richerd August January 17, 1967 


It hes not been photorrephed since i 
by the edce dents et all times. ‘ WORK OO Adentis tes 


Thenk you for your nice remarks with 

respect to o 
work and we hope we have been of service to » roep Your dented 
bution is going into our posteze fund. 


Sineerely yours, 
ERIC P. WEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

BPN /atb 


CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 11, 1967 


Mr. Charles Litman 
Grant Building 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 15219 


Dear Cherles: 


The brass Continental Dollar (Vsriety 1-B) sent with 
your April 5, 1967 letter weighs 212 grains and has e specific 
gravity of 8.5. It is heavily corroded andhas natural darke- 
ness in color. The edge is narrow but fully impressed around 
the circumference. There are three holes in the edge opposite 
the NE in CONTINENTAL. The planchet is slightly smaller than 
the die es is customary. The reverse is upright if turned 
on @ vertical axis es is normal. The coin is well struck and 
its letters ere sharp. There is no doubt in our mind that 
the piece is genuine. We have seen others in this condition. 


The pewter Continental Doller (Variety 1-C) bought 
from Seaby weighs 2693 grains and has a 6.05 specific grevity. 
It has a dent at the edre opposite IN in CONTINENTAL which 
dent is probably where the casting port wase The edge design 
is week and is missing near the dent. The second concentric 
cirele from the middle is out of place at 5 o'clock and im- 
properly touches the top of 6 in 1776 and the bottom of Y in 
GURRENCY, No letters are sharp. The reverse is 35° clockwise 
if turned on the vertical exis through the obverse. This is 
wrong. In our opinion this is a crude lost wax cast and 
therefore a forgery. 


We hope that we have been of service to you end return 
the coins herewith. If you heve any further questions as to 
these items please feel free to write us. 


Sincerely yours, 


: ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
REGISTERED MAIL EDUCATION SOCIETY 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


EPN 
atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
April 2, 1968 


Dr. James ©, Sloss 
*2h25 Third St, 
Beaver, Penna, 


Dear Jim: 


Ray Byrne turned over to me, in Washington, D.C., the 
enclosed James II Ferthing, in copper, and photographs of it. 
This is variety hE, 


: As you will note, its edge is plain. All genuine 
pieces of this coin hawe a deccrated edge. This copper piece 

was rubbed on one part of the edge and exposes a center line 
which indicates it is ean electro. Its specific gravity is 

8.25 which would also indicate it is an electro. A copper 
restrike was supposed to have been struck by Mathew Young 

when he struck other pieces from the dies which he purchesed 

from the Rottier family. There is a slight lump under the 
rider's legs which is not in the die and which is further 
evidence that the electro was made from one of the tin pieces, 
The weight of 10.69 grams is meaningless because there is nothing 
to compare with it. It is just another example of devilment. 


. The NFLA piece is completely beyond my knowledge. I 
would guess thet it was a coin weight from Flanders. I de not 
think the FLA was en abbrevistion for Florida. Why don't you 
have it checked with a European specislist to see if it could 
be a coin weight. 


We hope we have been helpful and enjoyed seeing the 
enclosed pieces, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
CC: 
Mr. Ray Byrne 


701 No. Negley 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 26, 1968 


Mr. Paul J. Carey, dr, 
Commonwealth Coin Co, 

P. 0. Box 218 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania 


Deer Mr, “Carey: 


The Weshington “orn in Virginia sent to us for an 
opinion is Crosby X-13 but the reverse is the first die de- 
seribed on p. 357 rather than 6s illustrated on the »lete, 
Your piece weigha 180% grains as is normel. Its specific 
gravity is 8.75 which is normel, If turned on & verticle 
axis the reverse is 150 degrees offset counter clockwise, ~ 
The obverse border milling runs from 11 te 8 clockwise. 

The condition is sbout fine with e derk brown toning. It 
is a weak strike, The edge is plein. It has a dent on the 
reverse uncer 17 of 1775 and the dent slents dewn to the 
left. it has been compered te en uneirculeted piece, its 
pedieree hes not been traced es no pedisree deta wes furn- 
ished or requested. In our opinion the piece is genuine. 


We enjoyed seeing it. Tt is returned herewith vy 
rezgistered meil. 


Thenk you for the contribution, 


Sincerely, 
EPN/cs | . pe | 


Enclosure 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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COMMONWEALTH COIN COMPANY 


P.O. Box 218 ® Swarthmore, Pa. 19081 ® 215 Kingswood 4-4600 


PAUL J. CAREY, JR. 
A.N.A. No. 37342 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
PP. OC Box, 14020 
St. Loeuis, Mo. 637s 


Dear Mr. Newman: 





June 21, 1968 


I am taking the liberty of sending you 
a Washington Born Virginia piece, and if you have 
the time, I would appreciate it if you would 
give me your opinion as to its authenticity. 


I am enclosing check in the sum of $20.00 
to cover postage, etc., but if there is any add- 
itional charge, please let me know. 


PJCJr:ms 
Enels. 


Very truly yours, 


ian 


Paul J. /Carey ,uor'. 


Wr 80% yr 
4a 8.95 

On. K-13 bt ner 
be bet 
on po 387 





FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Mr. Gerald Shapiro 
114 Greenhedge Drive 
Camillus, New York 13031 


Dear Mr. Shapiros 


There is no counterfeit of the $20 186) Compound 
Interest Note of the United States so far as I 
know and so far as the records indicate, There- 
fore, if the note looks good you should not be too 
concerned about it being genuine. 


We might suggest that you obtain a bill of sale 
in acquiring it and the bill of sale identifies 
the note by its serial number. In your situation 


I don't believe it is necessary to send the note 
to us for examination. 


We are glad to be of service at any time for 
authentication and there is no charge. Some people 


make donations to the organization when we perform 
a@ service. 


Sincerely, 


ae 


t : 
Nee ee ess a 


Eric P, Newman ix 


EPN:mb 


as 


re — — 


77S 
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August 22, 1968 


Mr.Herold April 

H & M Coins 

3708 Broedway 

Kanses City, Missouri 61111 


Deer Mr, April: 


In response to your letter of August 1h, 1968, 
we wish to advise you thet the Continental Doller (Variety 
1-5) sent to us for examination is, in our opinion, a genuine 
piece, It weighs 212 grains and has a specific grevity of 
8.5. Exemples of this coin ordinarily come in brassier color 
but this piece is so heavily corroded that it is difficult 
to tell how much zine it has in the copper. Its natural 
darkness ig customary for this type of corrosion. The edge 
is narrow and the duplicate leaf design, although faint, is 
impressed in the edge. There are three holes in the edge 
opposite the NE in CONTINENTAL and these were Planchet defects, 
deterioration caused by the edge milling mechine, or defects 
in the course of striking. The reverse is upright if turned 
on 8 vertical axis, as is normal. Parts of the coin are well 
struck but, apparently, it was subjected to substantial 
_Ghemical action from exposure to soil or the atmosphere. We 
have seen others in similar condition, 


This is the same coin on which we gave an opinion 
dated April 11, 1967 to Mr. Charles Litman, of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvenia, who submitted it to us at that time for an opinion. 


We do not charge for our opinions but any contri- 
bution you care to make will be used for our research purposes 
and to cover postace,. 


We hope thet we have been of service end return 
the coin herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


! ae : ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EPN/atb | EDUCATION SOGTETY 


REGISTERED MATL wt 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 25, 1968 


H and M Coins 
3708 Broadway 
Kenses City, Missouri 


Gentlemen: 


The New Amsterdam-Sommer Islands copper medal 
is a muling. The Sommer Islands die was prepared by 
M, W. Dickeson to make a copy of the Bermuda shilling 
about 1870, These dies remained availsble for nany 
years thereafter and were used in various combinations 
with other store cards and medals. The piece in question 
is such a combinetion. It appears to have a Hudson- 
Fulton celebration medal on one face. On that face the 
7 1909 is buffed off, as are other parts of the 
piece. 


We consider the piece merely an amusement 
made by combining two unrelated dies. 


It is returned herewith, 
Sincerely yours, 


ERTC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN /atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 25, 1968 





H and M Coins 
3708 Broadway 
Kanses City, Missouri 


Gentlemen: 


The New Amsterdem-Sommer Islands copper medal 
is @ muling. The Sommer Islands die was prepared by 
M. W. Dickeson to make a copy of the Bermuda shilling 
about 1870, These dies remained available for many 
years thereafter and were used in various combinations 
with other store cards and medals. The piece in question 
is such @ combinetion. It appears to heave a Hudson- 
Fulton celebration medal on one face. On that face the 
date 1909 is buffed off, as are other parts of the 
piece, 


We consider the piece merely an amusement 
made by combining two unrelated dies, 


It is returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


a 


De 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


i 
“— 


 /atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 


OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS ee el ge ae |p 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 28, 1968 


H and M Coins 
3708 Broadway 
Kanses City, Mo. 6111 


Gentlemen: 


The 1822 U,S,Half Doller die trial on a copper 
pPlanchet hes been examined. The obverse is double struck. 
The two chins and the two partial dates are quite clear. 
The stars on the right hend side also indicate the double 
striking. Both the edge and the reverse are plain. 


This piece was originally listed in Adams Woodin 
es No. 3h and has been transferred by Judd to die trials 
in Appendix A, 


Your piece has a very large cleavage across the 
forehead and cap giving rise to two different levels of the 
face. This, apparently, was caused by @ erack through the 
die as the illustration in Judd shows a:similer defect 
slightly developed. 


It is therefore our opinion that this uniface 
piece was made from a die which broke in the hardening or 
in production and had to be rejected. Whether Mr, Mickley 
obtained this die from the Mint, as he did others, and used 
it to make this trial, is only a guess. 


We are returning the item herewith and hope we 


heave been helpful. 
ee yours, 


Seen oer Cammee 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
CERTIFIED MAIL 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
_ THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 29, 1968 





Commonwealth Coin Co, 
P.O.Box 218 
Swarthmore, Penna. 19031 


Dear Mr. Carey: 


Thank you for your nice comments on the helf- 
pence telk. It was interesting to prepare. I wish 
ft had had time to telk to all of you personally but 
I had a@ grandchild that day which took priority. 


The James II 1/2hth reel whieh you forwarded 
for comment weighs 132 grains end has a specific gravity 
of 7.0. It is variety h-E. It has a heavy dark surface 
on both faces and the edge. This is of stannous oxide 
(and other salts) acquired over the years and this hes 
chipped off from the top of the helmet, the front half 
of the right side of the top of the bese (from the 
horse's point of view) and from other high portions. 
This surface is normal end the deterioretion is normal, 
It is not tin pest caused by exposure to cold. In our 
opinion the piece is e genuine Originel and is not a restrike. 


Thank you for the contribution which, though not 
Signed, should be cleared by machines without concern, 


The coin is returned herewith, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/ 
atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 3, 1968 


Mr. Arthur M. Kagin 

Hollinbeck Kagin Coin Company 
00 Royal Union Bldg. 

Des Moines 9, lowe 


Dear frt: 


We have examined the $20 1907 Double EBegle 
with the Roman date in eccordance with your request 
of November 27, 1968. 


As you state, it conteins eo greet many fine 
tines not only in the rays on the reverse but alse 
in the field of the reverse. It has been conpered 
with three other specimens in lovely condition and 
eech of the other specimens hes similer fine lines. 
The greatest concentration of fine lines is over the 
top of the eagle's head. These apperently arose 
from the die being lightly brushed with a metal brush 
to produce a less reflective finish. The brush strokes 
epperently were perallel to the lower part of the 
rays on the reverse, The frosting on the coin is 
normal for this piece in lovely condition. 


As you know, these pieces are found both 
with e flet border and a so-celled wire edge 
resulting from imperfect striking. 


We therefore feel that there is nothing un- 
usual about this coin from other similer coins from this 
die. These strietions are possibly one more tribute . 
to the artistry of Saint-Gaudens and his associates 
who produced the most artistically beautiful American 
coin ever made. The piece is returned herewith. 


We ere always glad to be of help on interesting 
problems of this neture. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EPs /atb EDUCATION SOCIETY z 
A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 11, 1969 


Mr. George ©. Lee 
100 Thames Place 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 152h1 


Dear Mr. Lee: 


We are returning herewith the coins sent with your 
letter of February 7, 1969. 


The 17h George II English halfpenny is genuine 
and very well worn. These circuleted in America exten- 
sively. The U in GEORGIUS has a rounded bottom, as is 
normal for thet date, whereas, customerily, it is written 
as e VY. 


The George III halfpenny is a British made counter- 
feit and is deted 1775 and not 1776 or 1766, as you indi- 
cated. It is in poor condition end these counterfeits 
are extremely common. We just saw ea group of over 100 
of them offered for sale at less than $1 each. 


The United Staetes cent is apparently dated 1820 
end is cut over a die mede for 1819. 


You asked about the value of these coins and we 
ere sorry to advise you that none of them have more than 
@ very nominal value. 

We hope we have been of service to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN /etb 
CERTIFIED MAIL 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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‘/ BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
Merch 21, 1969 


Mr. Robert H. Cornell 
Mercury Selleries, Inc. 
P,0,Box 9 

Northampton, Mass. 01060 


Deer Mr. Cornell: 


I heave been in the hospitel and as a result could not 
take care of your inquiry with promptness. 


I am returning herewith the 1763 over 2 Mexican Pillar 
doller which you forwarded with your letter of March 10, 1969. 


Your particular attention is called to the fact that 
the rosette on the left side of the obverse of the coin is ex- 
tremely weak and is between two letters which are strong. This 
heppens near the port of a casting. 


As you no doubt noticed, there are a substantial number 
of reised lumps adjacent to the 8A and to the JE of VTRAQUE 
and additionel ones around the end of VNUM. 


The surface, generally, on both obverse and reverse, 
is web-like. The leaf design on the edge is quite weak. On 
the reverse, the dent above the left side of N in IND appears 
cast rether than direct. The entire coin has been heavily 
clesned but, nevertheless, has bleck spots which ere unnetural. 
The seratch elong the tops of REX does not seem to be a natural 
scratch but ea cast one and many other scratches are similar in 
eppearance. There is substantiel porosity in the edge opposite 
the Mint mark and the rosette next to it. This would indicete 
thet the port for entry of metal was there. 


Under all the ebove Girounstences we believe the coin 
should be rejected as a cast. 


There is no charge for our work but if you wish to 
contribute something to our research expenses that is entirely 
up to you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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, ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Pac 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 23, 1969 


Mr, Dan Brown 

Dan Brown's Coin Shop, Ine. 
1532 Broadway 

Denver, Colorado 80202 


Dear Den: 


The gold Coloma Ingot whieh you sent us for our 
opinion is quite a mystery to try to untengle. It appsrently 
has never been documented. No ether Colome ingot is known so 
far as we know end we find no mention in souree meterial of 
this type of item. 


Your ingot eppeers to be e@ erucible casting, irregue- 
larly round in plen. Its bottom is géenerelly convex end its 
top is generally flat. Its grestest diameter is 6.5 em, 
but most other diemeters ere S te 5.5. em. Its maximum height 
is sbout 2 em. 


On ite topside the ineuse text reeds: 


mAs 
coe mms, 
1850. 22.¢ 
CARAT 
GOLD 


The incuse text on its bottom reeds: 


028, DWT. GRS. © 22¢ 
17 2 CAL. 226 
1850 


The ineuse text on its edge reads: 
» INGOT. 


All letters, numbers and periods are individually 
punched into the metal. All letters ere about 6 mm. high. All 
numerals ere about k mm. high except the first 22 on the bottom 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Pege 2 April 23, 1969 
Mr. Den Brown : 
Dan Brown's Coin Shop, Ine. 


whieh is of the 6 mm. height. All letters and numbers are very 
clear and serefully punched. 


The natural casting roughness is very evident on the 
bottom end on the edge but the top has been polished chiefly 
in the central area. 


According to your information, you ecquired this 
piece between 1956 and 1958 when a Japanese person, unknown to 
you, came to your Denver store with it in a leather pouch; 
you obteined it for a number of $20 U.S. gold pieces of equi- 
valent weight plus a premium of about $100 worth of them. It was 
promptly sold by you to Kenyon Painter, then @ Phoenix collector 
of pioneer gold, for $1250. | | 


A piece of notebook paper sent us with the ingot had 
typewritten upon it in modern type: 


"Bill Nakamoto 

20h South Mullen 

Lemer, Solorsedo 

Coloma Ingot 

Obtained ingot from Mr.Sehneider in 1927. 

Mr. Schneider was « Germen miner who worked with 
Lee Chung eround Mt. Ophir.® 


Kenyon Peinter advised us thet this ingot and enother 
one vere found et the same time. You stated that this ingot 
wes found by an old carpenter in 1929 in wrecking @ saloon in 
Coloma; that it was given to e Japanese friend of the carpenter 
just before the cerpenter died. You stete that Judge Allen, who 
resided in Tulare, Celifornia, hes the crucible in which this 
ingot was mad@.e 


Kenyon Painter sold the ingot beck to you about 1961 
or 1962 for $1500 when he sold his entire pioneer gold collection 
to Abe Xosoff,. | 
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Mr. Den Brown 
Dan Brown's Gein Shop, Ine, 


You offered the ingot for sale in 1963 for $10,000 
end @iso requested an opinion from Sol Kaplan. You suggested to 
Keplen thet Judge Allen would permit e wax mold to be made of 
the crucible which was used to cast the ingot. No facts obtained 
by or opinion of Sol Kaplen heve been furnished us, 


We heave been advised thet the Assay Office equipment 
of J, Je Ott of Nevade City, Californie, was sold shortly before 
this piece wes acquired by you and thet the Assay Office included 
punches, crucibles and other metallurgicel equipment. Whether 
or not Judge Allen may heve obtained his crucible from the 
purchasers of the Ott equipment we do not know. 


We have not attempted to trace the background of or 
interview Pill Nakamoto, Schneider, Allen, Lee Chung, as we 
assume this would heve been done by you or those you asked if 
it could heve been done readily. We had hoped to reeeive from 
others information which we felt would be helpful. We had hoped 
to compare the punches used on this piece with punches used on 
other pieces alleged to have been mede in the pioneer period, 
For one reeson or snother this informetion end dates has not been 
forthcoming efter timely requests, 


We are therefore pointing out to you from the piece ite 
self, things which may constitute challenges to authenticity. 


1. The word INGOT is stamped on the piece end we 
see no purpose whatsoever for an escayer to do so. This seems 
ertificiel. ‘ 


Ze An irreguler piece of this nature would heve no 
protection from shaving, gouging, clipping, or polishing in 
certain areas and therefore its weight marking would not heve 
effectiveness or reliability. 


3. There is no neme of the assayer on the piece and 
without the essayer's name the fineness end weight would not give 
commercial assurance or to whom one would look for recourse. 
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he The spelling out in full of CARAT GOLD on the 
flat side when it is abbreviated es © on both sides seems to 
be gilding the lily. It does not seem normal. 


5S. The letters and numbers ere punched in too cere- 
fully to be a normal item. 


6. Anyone knowing COLOMA would not also need GAL 
on each side, 


Te The existence cof the crucible in which this piece 
was allegedly cast would "cast" doubt on the 1850 origin because 
the chances of the identical crucible being preserved would be 
minimal. 


We are sorry not to be able te give you a stronger 
specific opinion, but we are lacking so many fects. We cen only 
say thet we have little confidence in the piece being genuine. 
If it is not genuine we would guess that it was sold set a 
nominal cost as e setup to sell the second piece which was 
supposed to accompany it. If you know or can learn any more 
ebout the piece please let us «now. 


You indicated you micht display it at the Philedelphia 
A.N.A. I wonld not do so as it might be seized and held by the 
government es an unlicensed gold bar (whether good or bad) eas 
other purported pioneer pieces heve been. 


We will continue to study it and if you went it back 
et any time just advise us. 


We appreciete your confidence in us in asking for our 
opinion and we hope we heve been of service. 


Kindest personel recards end respect, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY ~ 


EPN By Ge \. fo rrnn 
atb ric P, Newman, Presiden 
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Mr, Kenneth Bressett 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Recine, Wisconsin $310) 


Dear Xen: 


Reeeipt is acknowledged cf the two Continentel Dollers, 
Variety 2-C, and the Ber Cent. You esked for an Opinion es 
to their genuineness. You ere already suspicious and your 
suspicions ere confirmed. 


: The Gontinentel Doller Merked No. 17 weighs 253 grains 
end has @ specific gravity of 7.67. Its diemeter is | em. 
Its obverse center is very sherp but the CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 
legend is spreed by radiel movement in the course of atriking 
so thet the diagonals of the i's are wedge shaped end the up- 
rights of T, L, 9, E, ete. ere too wide. There is ecnsiderable 
Weakness toward the border. There is « burn merk over the 
M of MIND. On the reverse the center area is strong but the 
links ere ell unreadable and disfigured. If the coin is 
turned on the vertigal axis of the obverse the reverse is 
offset clockwise 45". There is s heavy burned erea neer 
the edge on the reverse where CONTEC should be. The leaf 
edge is very week. Genuine specimens are offset approximately 
330° clockwise when turned on s vertical exis so that the 
offsetting seems wrong. The color is teo pele and not gray 
enough. Primerily, the impression is so poor it looks es 
though there wes buckling. Whether this was made from cast 
dies or wee a direct casting is hard to sey but it is certeinly 
not the product of the original die striking. 


Your No. 18 is a poor casting with many defeats. It 
weighs 255 grains and hes s specific gravity of 7.7. The 
right lower serif of the I in PUGIO hes a defect. So has 
the right lower pert of the G. There is a period under AR 
of ARE on the reverse. The image is very weak throughout 
end the color much too dark. The coin is holed and plugged 
below the L of CONTINENTAL. ‘The diameter ie 3.8 om. which 
is too smell. If turned on the vertical axis of the obverse 
the reverse is offset clockwise 135°. This is unnetural. 
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Mr, Senne th Pressett 


The Ber Gent is the easiest. It only weighs 40 grains 
and is fer below normal. Ite specific gravity is 6.2, which 
is fer below thet of copper. Apperently it is @ copper pisted 
casting. The railroed tracks ecross the back don't help 
mottore. 


In our opinion e211 three coins ere false. They sre 
returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours 
zn eo y 
ie 
ERIC P, NEWMAN WUMISHATIC 


EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E°R /atb 
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June 18, 1969 


Mr, and Mrs. R, Henry Norweb 
9511 Leke Shore Blvd., 
Cleveland, Chio 


Dear Emery May and erry: 


You heve asked our opinion with respect to the genuinee 
ness of a PLAKE AND AGNELL, Sacramento, California, gold ber 
consisting of three adjacent stampings on one side reading 
"BLASE AND AGNELL/ASSAYERS/SAC,.GAL." and three adjacent stenp- 
ings en the other side reading "DOLLS./900 THOUS,/1LA5S", One 
set of’ the stampings is inverted in relation to the other two. 
The denomination is not stemped anywhere into the strip ber 
es it is in single units made with the same die punches. 


You heve sent us a copy of a write up prepared by the 
New Netherlends Coin Company, Inc., entitled BLAKE AND AGNELL: 
PIONEER COTMERS AND ASSAYERS OF SAGRAMENTO 1851-62. This 
dreft gives no provenance cr pedigree on the prior ownership 
of eny of the items or any information as to their first 
numismetic discovery. It does cive other technicel informa~ 
tion es to weight, fineness, content, ete. 


You indieeted thet the strip bar was bought by you 
from John J. Ford, Jr., ehout 1953. A theory for the existence 
of your ber was presented in the New Netherlends Coin Company, 
Ine., write up, nemely, thet due to the short weight of the 
strip ber it wes kept es e souvenir, This theory is, in our 
opinion, quite unsound, Two fvll weight $25 bars could have 
been cut off the strip and the balence thrown beck in the melt 
or stamped an odd amount es was said to have been done, For 
en essayer to keep the strip in its present form was, therefore, 
pointless, 


The entire problem with respect to this ber is whether 
eny of the BLAKE AND AGNELL bers ere genuine or not. If they 
are genuine the parties who discovered them ere in a position 
to give data with respect to their source but no such date 
hes ever been made available, Paul Frenklin, through whom 
these pieces apparently mede their first numismetic appearance 
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Mr. and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 


refused to testify es te the source of the $20 1853 United 
States Assay Office 900 gold fine coins which were in issue 

in the Gerland vs, Ryan arbitration in 1966-68, Paul Franklin 
is also the source of the Parsons bar (Celoredo) which is the 
first of the theretofore unknown bers to appear. He is alse 
the numismetic source of the BLAZE & COMPANY cireuler ecinss 
The exact business relationship between Paul Franklin end 

John J. Ford, Jr.e, is complicated as they were close friends 
snd lived close by in Long Islend for many yeers. John Ja 
Ford, Jr., once told me thet Paul Franklin was the finest 
metellureist Ford had ever known. Prenklin in the Gerland- 
Ryen hesrings explained the process of electretyping with 

full technical detseil end described his ebility es e machinist. 
He slso dezlt in coins. 


No catelogue ever hed the Parsons, the Blake, the 
Blake and Agnell, and cther pieces Listed in them until these 
were put into the Red Book in 1952 and thereafter end into 

the Stendard Catalogue. These insertions were epperently 

based upon informetion volunteered by John Jd. Ford, Jr. 11 
such entries heve now been withdrawn from the Red Book except 
the Parsons bar, The Stendard Cetalogue is no longer published. 
A Bleke end Agnell $25 ber was in an edvertisenent of the 
New Netherlands Cein Compeny, Ine., in the July, 1959 Numismatist. 
This ed stetes thet "it hes been the New Netherlands Coin 
Company's good fortune to devise a system of unearthing numerous 
unigue pieces not previously known", % further states that 
Wwe have handled the most fabulous items imaginable". We do 
not understend how one would legitimately devise a system to 
discover numerous unique pieces. The word "febulous" means 
“unreal*, It is the strengest sdvertisement we have ever seen 
and belies itself. | 


Under the circumstances we feel thet the burden of proof 
is on those who sold the strip item to you to establish its 
provenances; otherwise the piece should be construed to be erti- 
ficial. We feel thet when facts are aveileble and ere not 
disclosed thet you have the right to rely upon the failure to _ 
disclose facts as being indicative of the fact that their dis- 
closure would undermine the genuineness of the piece, There 
ére too many unknown pieces which heve sppeared since 1952 
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from the same source, Many are in the Josiah Lilly collection 
at the Smithsonian Institution. 


We are seeking further facts on the matter but vigor- 
ous efforts heve been mede to block us by many of those who 
either own, have owned, or have been connected with the sele 
of similer items. 


The strip has been returned to yous. It wes most 
interesting to exemine. 


Sordially yours, 


rt 


CO re a 
ee aes oN ‘ae Pa Smad ncn, 


ERIC. Ps NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPW 
ath 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 19, 1969 


Mr. Richerd Picker 
P.O.Box 123 
Albertson, New York 11507 


Deer Pick: 


Your edvertisement of Hebrew Plester hes cheered 
me up. I am trying to buy some to cure my rheumation. Lt 
says where this plaster is epplied pain is seldom known te 
remain. I enclose photccopies, as requested. 


The three Continentel Dollars you forwarded ere 
enclosed herewith. 


1 (1) C weighs 285 grains and hes a specific 
gravity of 8.0. It is sherp, has @ very normel end naturel 
darkening in the ereas whore derkening usually occurs. it hes 
@ smell dent in the middle of the Rhode Island circle, The 
obverse, if turned on its vertical exis results in the reverse 
being offset clockwise approximately 30 degrees. It is, in 
my opinion, genuine. 


Veriety 2-C weighs 213 grains and hes 6 specific 
grevity of 7.6. It appears to be ertificielly derkened. its 
obverse is very strong but hes a pitting defect over X in 
the sun dial, e pitting defect over the 6 in the dete, and 
severel ethers on the obverse. The WN in CURRENCY hes a pro- 
trusion in the upper left which indicetes casting. [ts re<- 
verse is offset about 30 degroes clockwise if turned on its 
vertical axis. The border cpvcsite and perts of the Virginia 
and North Ceroline links are badly deteriorated end porous. 
The field is quite smooth compered to the porosity of the 
surfece of the obverse. The edge is rather strong except a 
portion opposite the deterioreted links and this looks like 
the port for casting. In our opinion the piece is @ cast 
forgery. . ee as 


Variety 3-D weighs 267 creins and hes ® specific 
gravity of 7.6. The obverse is crude, week end unneturel. | 
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There ere casting defects on several parts of the first R 

in GURRENCY., The reverse is offset 165 degrees from the 
vertical axis of the obwrse, The reverse is weak, unneturel, 
end full of lerge gas pockets. The edge is weak. The piece 

in our opinion is @ cast forgery. Your opinion would be 
welcome if it in any way differs from this one. 


We hope we heve been of service. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, WEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUC/ TION SOCIETY 


Et N/athb 


CERTIFIED MAIL 
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P.O.Box 123. 
Albertson, Long Island, New York 11507 





Deer Dicks \ 


You submitted to us for our opinion a $60 Continental 
bill No. 61232 authorized September 26, 1778. 


The peper on which it is printed is definitely the 
blue peper used for test purposes as it hes blue threeds in 
it while the normel paper hes no threads end contains mica. 
This peper is not artificielly dyed as can readily be seen 
by the fold on the lower border. The faded color is not 
unusuel in blue sheets and although many of them ere much 
brighter, there are some which ere as dull as this one. 





This bill apparently was not issued because it only 
contains one signature and the requirement for issuence 
wes two signatures, The signeture it conteins could be 
John Cesher, or possibly John Gasper. Seither of those 
signetures ere emong the signers of reguler bills. it is 
possible thet the name John Casher is a bit of humor end 
thet he wes the cesher of this note. 


it is our opinion that the numbering end the sign- 
ing took place in the 1L3th century either as devilment or 
@s emusenent. 

We hope we heave been helpful. 

We are returning the bill herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUNISNATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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March 30,1970 


Mr. George S. Brown 
1h2 W. Broadway 
Sparta, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Browns 


The 1895 Dollar which you sent is returned, here- 
with. It has been carefully examined under a 0 power micro- 
scope and there is no visible evidence of the removal of a 
mint mark but the surface is mottled. There is also no 
visible evidence that the 5 in the date has been added after 
removing another number in the date, although there is cone 
Siderable scratching about the figure 5. 


The probabilities are that the mint mark was re- 
moved as this could be done without noticeably damaging the 
surface. There is a slight clue. Your coin weighs 403 grains. 
When new the coin weighed 412% grains. Silver dollars with 
equivalent wear were weighed for comparison and almost ail 
weighed in the Oh to 408 grain category. Some weighed less 
than 403 however. If the mint mark had been removed the 
coin would be on the light side, but wear is unreliable as 
to how much is worn off and how much is spread by stacking 
contact. The use of dollars on gaming tables is much less 
deteriorating than in slot machines. 


You know that the records indicate that no 1895 P 
Mint dollars were distributed other than proofs. You could 
argue that your piece could have been a proof which got into 
circulation, but I donbt it. ‘the burden of proving this 
piece was not altered is on you. 


We have no Xeray testing equidment. The Secret 
Service has and this would positively determine if the 5 
were added to the date. The Secret Service would keep your 
coin if it was = they also might keep it if they felt the 
mint mark were altered. However, this test only eliminates 
one possible alteration at best. 
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We hope there will be erystal anadizers which can 
tell the difference between a struck metal surface and a 
squeezed up area even after substantial wear. It is not 
available so far as we knows. 


A non-destructive chemical analysis of the surface 
might show traces of abrasive material in the mint mark area 
but we have no such equipment which we could use without 
substantial cost. . 


We are sorry we cannot be more definite. You did 
not say how you got the piece or how long you have had it. 


Very truly yours, 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 


atb 


Mr. Jim Johnson 
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Mrs. John Culver 
P.0-.D0x 96 
Thiensville, Wisconsin 53092 


Dear Virginias 


Your inquiry of April 30, 1970 with respect to the 
Cincinnati Mining piece and the Blake &% Company piece is 
at hand. These pieces have been reproduced and given away 
by grocery stores and others. There is even a misspelling 
in the Cincinnati piece. 


Please do not use the Red Book for any information 
as to the Blake & Company item. The circular Blake piece 
was removed from the Red Book and it has been our recommenda- 
tion that the eblong Blake piece be removed from the Red 
Book. The reason we believe that should be removed is one 
we Will comment upon if you are further interested. 


If COINage would write us a letter asking about it, 
they would not publish the answer. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 
es : sat 


BRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


ZPN/atb 
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June 26, 1970 


Pastor Sam Urrate 
Christ Lutheran Church 
1020 E. Vanderbilt. 
Stamford, Texas 79553 


Dear Pastor Urrate: 


We have examined the 1955 double die cent which you 
have submitted to us. 


It is artificially colored. #he entire reverse, but 
not the obverse,shows striations at a 45° angle from upper 
right to lower left from improper rolling of the strip from 
which the planchet was cut. 


The reverse is exactly 180° offset from the obverse 

if the obverse is turned on its horizontal axis. There is 

a wide horisontal dent across the right upright of N in ONE 

at a height just above the cross bar of the adjacent E. 

There is a vertical dent on and extending below the base 

of the second T in STATES. ‘there is a V-shaped dent below 

and to the left of the right foot of N in ONE with its point 
aiming at the top of the right leg of the N in CENT. There is 
an irregular check mark shaped dent found below BE in AMERICA 
with the long segment upright. The top of the letters ONE 
show doubling. There is a thin horizontal dent between the 
last two lines of the legend slightly nearer the lower line 
and left of the first S of STATES above. There is a line 
dent sloping 30° down to the right beginning to the right of 
the top point of the left wheat stem. There are two vertical 
scratches on the edge indicating that the collar was not very 
smooth, The detail of the entire bust is weak. There is a 
dish shaped dent in horizontal position on the lower lapel 
with two small vertical dents, like quotation marks, above and 
just to the left of its left end. There is a gouge in the 
cheek rising 60° up to the right and being below the nose level 
and above the mouth level. 


We believe from our studies of 1955 double die cents 
that this piece is a forgery. There are a group of the above 
characteristics which are not normal in genuine pieces. We have . 
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noted the varicus dents but have not seen a previous forgery 
with these particular dents. This is because there are a 
number of forgeries which have seen made of the piece and more 
can be made at any time, 


We are awaiting an answer to our letter of June 16, 
1970 and will mail this letter eas soon as we receive that 
answer. We are doing this because you are anxious to have the 
piece back promptly. The piece is being returned herewith. 


If you are able to get your money back and not return 
the piece you may deposit the piece with this organization, 
or you may turn the piece over to the United States Secret 
Service. 


We do not like to see a coin of this type returned to 
the seller and passed along to someone else. 


We hope we have been of service, 


Si rely yours, 


‘ERIC P. NEWMAN SUMISHATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY | 








BPN/athb 


Certified Mail 
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August 27, 1970 


Mr. Sidney Lewinson 


So far as I can tell, the 
1955 double die cent is genuine 
and in excellent condition, 


even though cleaned. 


From the desk of 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 24, 1970 


Mr. We. Me Walker — 

Bucyrus-Srie Gompany 

6 W. Druid Hille Dr., N.B. Suite 10 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329. 


‘Dear My, Walkers: 


Your gon and his wife brought to us the Parsons & 
Company $20 gold bar which you indicate your daughter unearthed 
and found on your land in Cobb County, Georgia. 


fhe piece is stamped 18% carats and 25.6 pennyweight, 
as all of them are supposed to be. fhe piece actually weighs 
163 grains, which is very close to 7 pennyweight. This would 
indicate that something is wrong. The specific gravity of the 
piece ig 10.87, whereas an item made of gold of 16% carats would 
have a specific gravity around 17, depending upon the adulterant. 
An examination of the edge discloses a joint on ail four sides 
where the two dies from which the piece was cast, came together. 
Gold bars would not have been made in this individual manner as 
they would be cut from a rolled strip or cast in & one piece 
mold. ‘he punching of the letters vould have taken place sfter 
the bar was made and not be cast into the bar as this one. 


| Gopies of this bar of the type of yours have been given 
away as souvenirs, in large quantities, by stores and institutions 
within the last three or four years and your plece is of that 
idential type. Your item, thorefore, is a recent forgery and 
someone either lest or planted the item for your daughter to 
find. We are sorry to disappoint you with this opinion. 


The foregoing ‘opinion should not be construed as indicate 
ing that there is a genuine original of the Parsons % Company 
$20 bar as no specimen was ever known prior to 1952 and the cir- 
cumstances of its appearance and the subsequent appearance of 
others is under investigation. 


Thank you, very much, for your donation which, as you oy 
knows, is deductible for income tax purposes. 


It was very nice to week your son and his wife. 


ikl: ae Very truly yours, 


ig) 


a ee a ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
7 EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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April 19, 1971 


fr. Maurice Me Gould 
P.U.,Box 207 
Sepulveda, Galif. 91343 


Dear Maury: 
Your inquiry of April 11, 1971 is at hand. 


The New Hampshire style 1777 obverse combined with the 
Jew Jersey shield reverse is, so far as I know, an unpublished 
copper spuriosity. 


The 13 stars, & rosettes (N.sY¥.type) and a 9 string harp 
on the obverse showed real imagination. I have a 1777 New 
Hampshire copper fake which has similar lettering style. You 
will note that the letters are composed of lines with uniform 
thickness and they have no serifs, Your piece seems to be a 
19th century fabrication made at the time so many other fancy 
combinations were being produced. I cannot rule out G. Wylilis 
Betts as I believe he made more fakes than he admitted to. He 
admitted his youthful folly but no more. Maybe he inspired 
others to make similar items. 


You could ineludejin your column a discourse on invented 
coins, then and now, and how careful one must be of newly 
discovered items at all times. 


: We hope we have been of help. The pictures are returned 
y. but if you have @ spare set we would like then. 


Kindest regards, 


BRIG P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN 
atb 
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FRIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


MEMORANDUM 


To: William Anton 


Re: Pitt Farthing 


. In answer to your March 2, 1971 inguiry about 
the ~~. on the radius line falling between the E and & 
of RESTORER, I. believe that it could be either a defect 
in the film or a metal impurity in: the coin. I do not 
think it is a carbon Spot as the Xrays would go through 
thet easier than metal. A piece of lead or iron would 
do it. 


The negative is returned az requested. Thank 
you for the positive. 


P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
CATION SOCIETY 


CI &3 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


May 11, 1971 


Mre Ee Re. Hunter 

Norton Gallery 

P.O,.Box 2309 . 
West Palm Beach, Plerida 33402 


Dear Mr. Hunters 


I received your letter just as I was about to go 
on vacation. I did not have time to study the matter 
thoroughly but, offhand, it appears that both pieces are 
counterfeits. 


I call your particular attention to the fact that 
the 5 in THOMAS is different on the photographs you sent. 
Apparently the piece of type fell out and was replaced 
with the wrong size, I alse call your attention to the 

fact that Mr. Fitageraid's specimen was not acquired last 
year, a8 my records show that it was written up in COIN 
WORLD as being purchased by him prior to March 26, 1969, 


The genuine pieces are type set and it is obvious 
that the smail text on the face of both pieces you sub- 
mitted is a product of engraving. 


Thank you for the pictures. They will go in our 
file. 


if you want more information, please contact me in 
& few weeks, 


Sincerely yours, 

ae iy Ra 
By ae, /, 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/ath 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


: 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 





July 9, 1971 


Mr. Charles French 
P.O.Box 256 : 
Jensen Beach, Florida 33457 


Dear Charles: 


The 1796 Myddleton token, in silver, has not, to our 
knowledge, been restruck when it had the proper reverse, There 
were restrikings in connection with the Copper Company of Upper 
Canada muling with the Myddleton obverse. The pieces are all 
salesmen's samples made by Boulton as there was no intention to 
issue any silver. If it is in lovely proof condition, I think 
you can list it without concern as to restrikes or copies as 
these are the only ones known of the proper mating, 


We are slways glad to be of service. 
I will see you in Washington, I hope. 
Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND. HISTORIC OBJECTS 


og Waa S 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 2, 1971 


Mr. Willis W. Herdy 
1303-A West 29th Street 
Austin, Texas 78703 


Dear Mr. Hardy: 


Your inquiry concerning the ten shilling ote of New 
Hampshire dated April 3, 1755 and redated January 1, 1756, is 
acknowledged. 


The copper plates from whibh these notes were printed 
were used to make reprints about 100 years ago and these reprints 
come in sheets. Sometimes the sheets are cut up, as in the case 
of your specimen, leaving a large margin on to the sides. Laid 
paper wae used for the reprints but was not used for the originals. 


The detail on this issue is carefully written up on 
page 168 of EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA, which is a book I wrote, 
and is available through any coin dealer. It is published by the 
Whitman Publishing Company. 


As to the value of the item, I would suggeat $35.00 
to $50.00 would be more or less in line. ; 


I hope that this is the information you desired. 
Very truly yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN/atb 
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BRIC|P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Wisden 


August 2, 1971 


Mr. Donald Kagia 
Hollinbeck~RKagin 

400 Royal Union Bldg. — 
Des Moines, Iowa 50399 


. Bear Don: 


Your pape® on Massachusetts economics wes tread with enthusi~ 
asm, You have assembled a fine group of facts and your conclusions 
‘ere sound, 1 fully appreciate all the work which went into it and 
compliment you on its quality. BS 


I have scribbled comments oa the text so you can make clari- 
fications and corrections. It is my suggestion that you explain the 
fact that New England money of account,before the silver coinage, 
differed from English money in value. Queen Anne's proclamation and the 
laws following it in the cerly eighteenth century tried to gcolve the 
seventeenth century discrepancy by establishing « fixed differential. 


Ae to cubmitting this to the Rumiematicst, its editor has the 
decision on what he thinks will be best. I think your paper is long 
for one issue but the key point is “what is new in your peper", You 
s#Ll have to show him whet has not been expressed in writing heretofore. | 


In returning your manuscript with comments, please do not 
fnterpret them as adverse criticism. Tf gama technical person when it 
comes to facts and clarity and thus feel that improvements of that 
auture are needed. 1 am glad you have completed your firat profect 
of this type and hope you have success in its publication. — 


Gineerely yours, 


RTC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 


atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
November 29, 1971 


Mr. Steve Merkoff, President 
International Gold Corp. 
4640 Hollywood Bliwd., 
Hollywood, California 





Dear Mr. Markoff: 


I have been out of town and therefore there was a delay in answering . 
your letter of November 11, 1971. 


You indicate that you were surprised at some of our questions, but 
we can assure you that we have no intention of asking for data which was 
not pertinent to the problem. There are other pieces like yours and we 
feel that we should ask for major facts. You were nice endugh to answer 
the key questions and all we need now is some clarifications. 


1. Do you know if the coin was acquired by Mr. Wayne Pratali before 
or after the Breen-Texay opinion of February 13, 1963 and did you acquire 
it from him after the date of that opinion? 


2. Is there any special understandiag as to your right to retura 
the coin to anyone if it is not genuine or not a proof? 


3. We assume from your letter that you, personally, own the coin 
and have received no other oral or written opinions based upon a study of 
it. If this is not accurate, please correct us. 


In your letter you use the words “personal thoughts” as to our 
opinion and we hope that you understand that the opinion yeu have asked for 
is furnished by this organization as one of its numismatic services. 


You alse raise the question of protecting your name in the numis- 
matic fraternity and with Coin World. As we see it, we do not know how 
that can even be at issue. If you sincerely based your beliefs on the 


Breen-Taxay opinion, then others must respect that. It is the coin which 
is controversial. 


We will await your clarifications, as above suggested, and will then 
write the opinion which you requested. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 


: OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Jamary 26, 1972 


Mr. Charlee French 

French's 

P. 6. Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Fiorida 33457 


Dear Charles; 


The 1776 Continental Dollar which you forwarded to me 
ig, obviously, a modern cast and which you, appareatly, were 
convinced of before it was gent. Could we have this fer our 
fake collection as I am sure you would not sell it. 


The two Medieval pieces you forwarded are returned 
herewith with my tentative identification. I can't read 
Armenien and therefore came as close as I could, 

We are always glad to be of help. 

Kiudest. personal regards. 


| Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/ath 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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Pa ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St: Louis 5, Missouri 


Jomuary 31, 1972 


Mer. Willian F. Anton, Je 
42 Main st., (P.0.Box 135) 
Lodi, New Jersey 07644 


We find that we must amend our opinion dated April 28, 1971 concerning 

the dies to strike the Woods Harp left 1723 and 1724 reverse cowbinetion in lead. 
ve 
£ 


had asked others to check various die varieties of the Woods pieces 
any corresponded to these used on the lead piece and now we heave vhat 
and 


; 
+ 
i 
& 
# 
i 
é 
: 
: 
F 


3 has a flat top, the 4 has a riser on the right end of the 
ef the 4 is thicker than theother elements, and the horizontal base o 
thin. The 3 on the lead piece is round on top, the 4 has no riser and 
elements uniform in thickness particularly the horizontal base. This makes the 
numeral of each of the lead reverses unlike the numerals actually used in 1723 
and 1724 genuine dies. , 


The beading on the 1722, 1723 end 1724 normal Woods pieces hag rounded 
inner ende aimed at the center and well executed. It is not blunt se ie the 
beading on the lead reverses. The beading on the lead reverses is also very uneven. 

ig thet the 


Accordingly, our revised opinion, based upon the new facts, 
dies for the reverses are artificial, having been made from a genuine 1722 
reverse, then en slteretion made in the last mmeral of the date and 
finally having new beading punched onte the die. Which of the many evailable 


: 
f 
: 
§ 
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f ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


fe . January 31, 1972 


Me. Williem F. Anton, Jr. 


atho’ds was used for transferring the reverse of the 1722 coin to the artificial 


dios cama only be a guess, ‘The artificial dies may only have been of copper or 
plastic and not of steel. 





Wo originally nde tebe that the lead pressins was not contemporancous 
vith tha Woods iseve. Since we then had no cpecifie cvidence that the cies were 


. & 
sas oricinal, wea did eor: pean mat the dies, Now that we heve such proof, we 
believe that the entire pieca and its dies ore a product of devilment. 


A copy of this rev ised. Tn pone is being cent to Dr. Sherr, who owned 
of cima the piece and who also wrote us about it, 


Very truly yours, 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 31, 1972 


Mr. Robert A. Vieck 
LaPerle Avenue 
Plaistow, New Hampshire 03865 


Dear Bob, 


 Mamy thanks for the photo and the die work you did 
en the Woods pressing. You have been of great help. I wish we 

poy give you credit, personally, but await your permission. 

& vevised opinion is enclosed and contains additional thoughte 

which, no doubt, you realized, 


The left end of the base has been tooled slightly 
on the artificiel dies. The end comes to an even point on the 
1723 but on the 1724 it is flat on top. The serifs on the £ 
of the genuine piece sweep up and down while on the artificial 
éies they are level. The 1722 coin might heve closed in somewhat 
at E before the striking of the coin which wae copied, with the 
éie being strengthened by recutting during the original striking. 
Perhaps the artificial die was strengthened after preparation. 


It was great to see you and hear from you. 
Other open matters will be taken up shortly. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 
ee 
pan 
ke Si cana Re 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION. 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


_ 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 11, 1972 


Mr, Charles French 
P. O. Box 256 
Jensen Beach, Florida 353457 


Dear Charles: 

I am returning herewith the Grant with star which you for- 
warded, This is an alteration of a Grant without etar by meana of 
a punch and a little tooling. ‘The reverse shows no sign of the punch- 
ing. The stay is very irregular, the two horizontal points being 
off center. 

On the genuine, the teo lower poiuts straddle the end per- 
fectly and on the alteration they are far to the left. On the genuine, 
the top point of the star is vertical and on the alteration is tipped 
to the right. 

Would you please ask the owner to donate this to our forgery 
collection, for which the owner may receive a tex deduction for what~- 
ever value you indicate it may have. 


The two Parthian pieces and the Egyptian piece are quite 
genuine and have been more completely identified for your convenience. 


Ie is always a pleasure to be of help to you. 
Kindest regards. 
Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


P.S. Don't forget to request the Grant with star. 


ee 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 27, 1972 


Mr. James G. Johnson 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Jim: 


There is no purpose in further pursuing the 1793 
U. &. Cent electrotype. No genuine coins were ever made 
of this material. Asking the Smithsonian Institution would 
serve no purpose. The Field Museum does not involve itself 
in numismatics, so far as I know. 


I suggest that you write the attorneys that the 
matter is closed as far as you are concerned. I am returning 
their letter. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 20, 1972 


Mr, Sidney Levinson 


The 1964 Cent, ie silver, but whether it has 10% 
copper, I cannot tell, The edge is not normal either for 
@ cut planchet or an upset planchet. It has been filed and 
otherwise tooled, 


In my opinion it is not a bona fide error. Whether 
it was made surreptitiously at the Mint or whether it is made 
from false dies, I do not know. 


The coin should be rejected. 


Bs 
en 


L. ee 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/ath 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 20, 1972 


The 1804 dollar purchased in Bangkok ,Thailand by Dr. 
Robert Edelman is a cast copy of an altered genuine 1800 silver 
dollar which had the date altered to 1804, The cast texture of 
the surface is evident throughout both sides. The port for casting 
is not evident uiless it is in the "0" of “OF” thus indicating 
pressure casting, There is a major casting defect from the “c” 
of "AMERICA" to the edge. The reverse die of the genuine piece 
used for the forgery shows the die break after the word “AMERICA” 
known as the “AMERICAI” variety. 


On the edge following the word “UNIT” some lettering 
has been teoled in artificially at the time of alteration of the 
original instead of being rolled on by the Castaing machine and 
this defect has transferred through to the casting. it shows 
that the original coin was altered on the edge in order to produce 
the corgi edge lettering on the first type of 1804 dollar made 
in 1834, 


Silver cast forgeries of this nature are commonly made 
in Hong Kong and are primarily soid throughout the Orient. 


If any further information is desired, please let me 


know. 
oe 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN/atb 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 20, 1972 


Mr. Lawrence M. Michelson 
#7 Larkdale Drive 
St. Louis, Mo. 63124 


Dear Larry: 


Your 1926 $24 U. S, gold piece would be worth from 
about $25 to $35, depending upon its condition. 


The date on your $5 Indian Head gold piece was not 
mentioned but it could not be 1926, If I know the date and the 
Mint mark, I could be more helpful, 


The third piece is an 1899 5 ruble Russian coin which 
would be valued from $15 to $25 depending on the condition. 


Tf I can be of any further help, please call me at 


My best to you and your wife. 
Sincerely, 


EPN/atb ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
_ THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 21, 1972 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P. CG. Box 123 "2 
Albertson, Long Ieland, New York 11507 


Dear Dick: 


We were sent, from Mr, McAfee, of Winter Park, Florida, for 
examination, « Continental Cureacy Dollar variety 1 (1)-(C). It weighs 
263 grains and has a specific gravity of 7.3. Both of these measurements 
are normal, The coin rings well and hag virtually no wear on its faces. 
if the obverse ig turned on its verticle axis the reverse is 30 degrees 
clockwise. This is not customary, The color is good except for what appears 
to be a burned area involving the Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginie 
end North Carolina rings as well as much of the reverse perimeter. 


The edge is very umatural in that the foliated design is to 
some extent next to the obverse space but to no extent is it next to the 
reverse space, There is a division line or joint running around the central 
part of the edge. There is substantial edge irregulerity not caused by 
edge damage but by tampering. It appears that the coin could have been 
made out of two joined faces but actually I believe the coin was cast using 
two joined molds and the joint between those molds was tooled after casting. 


There are other unusual defects on the coin which are not found 
on genuine pieces such as: 


lL. There is an unnatural heavy lump on top of the lower part 
of E in CURENCY. 


2. There is a raised obverse break from the edge to the second T 
across the reys near the sun to the left end of the ground line then over 
to the left side of the U up the right side of the 0 to the top of 0 and 
then to the edge. There are large lumps along the break, particularly a 
circular one under the T. 


3. There is a die break on the reverse from the 0 in ONE to the 
E of ARE, 


4. The faces are very lumpy throughout. 


In our opinion this coin ie not genuine although it has as nice 
a general appearance as any genuine pieces have. The edge situation, the 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 26, 1972 


Mr. Ed Kuether 
P. 0. Box 384 
Austin, Minnesota 55912 


Dear Mr. Kuether: 


IT enjoyed meeting you at the Iowa convention and I was very 
pleased to discuss Minnesota matters with you. 


First, I wanted to advise you that the differences in the State 
of Minnesota note is that the name Thomas Cowan is engraved on to the 
plate on some notes and there is a line for a written payee on other notes. 
I have a $1 and $3 with the Thomas Cowan name engraved. .rd_ 


I find that I do have the $5 State of Minnesota note. You 
state you had never heard of it. Similarly, I did not know about your 
$20 of the same issue, 


I found the correspondence which related to Borup and Oaks. 
There are perhaps a dozen letters beginning in 1822, None are as late 
6 1654 when the certificates of deposit were issued by the firm. If 
you are interested in these letters {trading with the Indians, going back 
to Boston, obtaining supplies for trips, and general matters,\I will be 
glad to send then. Since I do not sell anything and they are outside 
of my collecting interests, we could exchange something nice if you care to. 


You will recall that I took eight bank notes from you and the 
bulk of them are pretty terrible counterfeits. I would Like to suggest 
that I send you, in exchange, a sheet of Western Fire end Marine notes 
dated in Nebraska but actually igsued in Bishop Hill, Illinois. These 
are $1, $2, $3 and $5, crisp and bear some interesting Indian scenes. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 
ee 
& 
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EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 6, 1972 


Mr, Thomas J. Kolbrener 
322 Sunway Lane 
St. Louis, Missouri 63141 


Dear Tom: 


We have examined the 1799 United States $10.00 piece which you 
submitted to us and which belongs to Ben Bernard Schram, of St. Louis, 
Missouri. He stated that his father died eight years ago and had acquired 
it prior thereto. 


The weight is normal at 270-1/2 grains. On the obverse there 
are eight stars on the left and five stars on the right. On the right side 
the second and third stars from the top virtually touch. The end of a leaf 
overlaps the right side of I in the base of AMERICA on the reverse. On 
both faces there is a flat border around the perimeter and this was impossible 
for 1799 coinage because there was no flat border used on coinage at that 
time and the dentils extended all the way to the edge of the coin. The coin 
submitted seems to have been struck in a collar die to produce the edge 
reeding while the originals were milled on the edge first and subsequently 
struck without a collar die. 


We believe that the submitted piece was struck from a cast pair 
of dies and there are the following evidences of casting: 


1. There is a round lump in the crotch at 8 o'clock on the third 
star from the top of the right hand side of the face of the coin. 


2. On the lower right side of the upper right of the T in LIBERTY 
there is a widened area. 


3. There is a large lump in the field under the right side of the 
E in LIBERTY. 


4, There is a rough area in the field over the "17" of the date. 
All of the foregoing defects are not normal in genuine coinage. 


There are some dents in the coin which may be related to the cast 
die or may be damage to the coin itself. There is a dent under the right 
side of the upright of E in STATES. There is a dent directly above the 
point of the third arrow from the left. There is a dent under the right leg 
of the last A in AMERICA. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 6, 1972 


ot NE 
Mr. Thomas J. Kolbrener 


We have not made any metallic analysis of the fineness which 
should be 916-2/3 fine but from some of the foregoing items it clearly 


is a counterfeit. 
We hope we have been of service to you. 


past 


Sincerely yours, 


f 
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: ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 6, 1972 


Mr. Thomas J. Kolbrener 
322 Sunway Lane 
St. Louis, Missouri 63141 


Dear Tom: 


We have examined the 1799 United States $10.00 piece which you 
submitted to us and which belongs to Ben Bernard Schram, of St. Louis, 
Missouri. He stated that his father died eight years ago and had acquired 
it prior thereto. 


The weight is normal at 270-1/2 grains. On the obverse there 
are eight stars on the left and five stars on the right. On the right side 
the second and third stars from the top virtually touch. The end of a leaf 
overlaps the right side of I in the base of AMERICA on the reverse. On 
both faces there is a flat border around the perimeter and this was impossible 
for 1799 coinage because there was no flat border used on coinage at that 
time and the dentils extended all the way to the edge of the coin. The coin 
submitted seems to have been struck in a collar die to produce the edge 
reeding while the originals were milled on the edge first and subsequently 
struck without a collar die, 


We believe that the submitted piece was struck from a cast pair 
of dies and there are the following evidences of casting: 


1. There is a round lump in the crotch at 8 o'clock on the third 
star from the top of the right hand side of the face of the coin. 


2. On the lower right side of the upper right of the T in LIBERTY 
there is a widened area. 


3. There is a large lump in the field under the right side of the 
E in LIBERTY. 


4. There is a rough area in the field over the "17" of the date. 
All of the foregoing defects are not normal in genuine coinage, 


There are some dents in the coin which may be related to the cast 
die or may be damage to the coin itself. There is a dent under the right 
side of the upright of E in STATES. There is a dent directly above the 
point of the third arrow from the left. There is a dent under the right leg 
of the last A in AMERICA. 
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2 ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


“ October 6, 1972 
Mr. Thomas J. Kolbrener 


We have not made any metallic analysis of the fineness which 
should be 916-2/3 fine but from some of the foregoing items it clearly 
is a counterfeit. 

We hope we have been of service to you. 


» Sineer ely yours, 


c 1a 
C auch Saba ate QA y™ eR: FN ce sieptacll 
EPN/atb ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 


EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 18, 1972 


Mr. James 0, Johnson 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Jim: 


We have been studying the five pieces bought in a group of eleven by 
Milton G. Cohen from Ray Freville of Reo Coins, in New York City, about 1968. 
Mr. Cohen indicated that two which we have not seen were white metal commemor- 
ative uniface 50¢ pieces (unidentified). 


In the American Journal of Numismatics for 1913 there is a mention 
on page 145 of plaster models made by Fraser for the 5¢ coin and an illustration 
on Plate 7 of the two faces. The illustrated obverse is dated 1912. These same 
illustrations were published on page 606 of the December, 1914 Numismatist. This 
year there were also pictures of the models for the final form of the 1913,5 cent 
coin, in the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine. 


The five pieces sent to us for study consist of a uniface 1911 Indian 
Head (Cent size), a uniface 1911 Lincoln 5¢ obverse, a uniface 1912 Indian Head 
5¢ obverse, a uniface Buffalo 5¢ reverse and a 1909 silver U. S. Cent. 


Comparing the Indian and Buffalo uniface 5¢ pieces with those illustrations 
above-mentioned shows that the illustrations are a further refined design. The 
Buffalo reverse on the uniface piece has hyphens instead of stops between UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA and has a very smajl E PLURIBUS UNUM, The Indian obverse has a 
small date compared to the one in the illustration. There are many minor sculptural 
differences but generally the design is the same, 


It ig clear that fraser as sculptor prepared clay models in customary 
large size. It was routine to use a Janvier machine to reduce the large size 
model to a coin size model. This was done by making a plaster galvano which the 
Janvier machine would traée. The Janvier machine would cut in metal, whether 
soft steel or some much softer metal. From such a coin size piece an electrotype 
could readily be made up by the use of a plaster negative. The back of the electro- 
type could be filled with a lead mixture or other white metal mixture. The electro- 
type would have been customarily made of copper and the face could have been plated 
with nickel, The first four pieces seem to be of that nature, the plating and 
filling work having been poorly done as the copper shows through in many areas. 
Whether the electrotypes were made at the Mint or outside the Hint is not im- 
portant, but the Mint had such facilities. It would not be unusual for an artist 
to want to see what the coin he was designing would look like. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY : 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


-2- October 18, 1972 
Mr. James 0. Johnson 


We have not located any information on the original large size models 
of the first four items sent us but have no reason at this time to feel that 
they are designs which would not normally have been prepared except perhaps in 
the case of the two 1911 items. There was no reason to prepare a one cent 
design in 1911 after the Brenner design had been adopted and produced since 1909. 
There was no reason for Lincoln to be used on a 5¢ coin in 1911 after Lincoln had 
already been placed on the l¢ coin in 1909. Logic in these situations is not always 
helpful. 


Our conclusion as to the four uniface pieces is that it is perfectly 
possible for these small electrotypes to have been made from reductions made from 
larger models, Probably the Mint retained the reductions and turned the electro- 
types over to the artist for his studies. The Mint probably destroyed the reductions 
as well as the models after they had served their purpose and new models or designs 
were adopted. The electros were said by the seller to be from the Fraser family. 


As to the 1909 U. S. Cent on a silvery planchet, we do not believe 
this is a Mint error. Its specific gravity of about 10.3 indicates it is silver 
but we have not tested it as to whether it is coin silver or pure silver. It was 
not struck in a collar as its edge is unnaturally smooth, The whole coin seems 
to have a silver plated appearance. The bottom of ONE shows substantial metal 
movement, indicating striking, The date is weak, as is the dentil work on the 
edge. The weight should be 38.4 grains, but is satisfactory at 37.75. Its finish 
does not have normal oxidation. It seems like an artificial piece made at the 
Mint. It may have been from electrotype dies. 


I am returning the five coins and retaining the pictures since the owner 
must have additional copies of the prints. 


It was particularly interesting for me to examine these pieces because 
it gives further evidence of the inappropriateness of the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel. 
In other words if, in the year 1912, a new design was already in the making and 
the new design was approved in June of 1912, there was no reason for 1913 Liberty 
Head dies to have been dated or coins struck from then. 


We hope we have been helpful. 
Sincerely, 
EPN 


atb 7 LAE 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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November 3, 1972 


Mr. James G. Johnson 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Jim: 


On the Fraser material, I am glad to try to clarify what 
you think needs clarification. 


The four uniface electrotype items, I believe, were made 
for Fraser and were probably made at the Mint because the Mint had 
the hubs from which they must have been made. 


I know of no reason why the two 1911 pieces should have been 
in existence at all. Their hubs would have beeh purposeless to 
produce and the electros would also have served no purpose. 


The 1909 Indian Head Cent on the silver planchet was made 
intentionally and I cannot speculate as to what method was used in 
making it or where it was made. 

I hope this clears up my thoughts om the matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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Coin “9 World 


THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER THE ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD 


SIDNEY NEWS BUILDING 
SIDNEY, OHIO 45365 


SUBJECT 
Yohen's Fraser material 

ro W DATE 

YP aaa 10/31/72 
Dear Eric: 


Thanks for returning the supvosed Fraser items. Your letter accom- 
panying them requires a little interpretation. Please correct me if I am 
wrong. 





You believe that the four uniface items are probably Fraser-made 
electrotypes, if only because there is no reason to believe otherwise, and 
under the circumstances it was logical for him to make them, 


You can find no reason for existance of the two 1911 oieces, Indian 
1¢ and L.ncoln 5¢. 


You do not believe the 1909 Indian on a silver planchet is a M:nt 
error, but was probably made in the Mint intentionally, possibly from dies 


ame sg G eu0n ns on 


P.S. I am having your postage refunded from our Accounting Vept. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 





6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 3, 1972 


Mr. James G, Johnson 
Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Jim: 


On the Fraser material, I am glad to try to clarify what 
you think needs clarification, 


The four uniface electrotype items, I believe, were made 
for Fraser and were probably made at the Mint because the Mint had 
the hubs from which they must have been made. 


I know of no reason why the two 1911 nieces should have been 
in existence at all. Their hubs would have beeh purposeless to 
produce and the electros would also have served no purpose. 


The 190$ Indian Head Cent on the silver planchet was made 
intentionally and I cannot speculate as to what method was used in 
making it or where it was made. 

I hope this clears up my thoughts on the matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 





6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 15, 1972 


Abner Kreisberg Corp. ae 5 dk 
344 North Beverly Drive i ey 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 gts 


Gent lemen: 


On November 9, 1972 you sent a 1787 Inmmunis Columbia copper 
piece, requesting an opinion as to its validity. 


It weighs 143-1/2 grains and has a specific gravity of slightly 
over 9.2, There is a test cut in the edge above the UN of IMMUNIS and 
the area around the test cut is dark. There is a raised circular lump 
in the field over the head of Justice. The piece has a very dull ring. 
The dents below the claw on the left are not realistic but appear cast, 
The dent on the $ of PLURIBUS is not realistic. The edge is very smooth. 


_ In our opinion this is an electrotype as no bona fide piece 
made of copper can have as high a specific gravity. The raised circular 
lump over the head is a defect in the manufacture of the electrotype. 

ft is not seen on genuine pieces. 


We have not made a metallic analysis but I believe lead 
will show substantially if that is done. 


We return the piece herewith and hope we have been of service. 


Sincerely yours, 


bee neh 2 y\ a2 ee ee 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 15, 1972 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P. 0. Box 123 
Albertson, Long Island, New York 11507 


Dear Dick: 


You have asked our opinion of the unsigned Maryland 
2/6 bill with stub, You sent it in your letter of November 8, 
1972, 


We have examined others and find that this is an 
unsigned original from the remainder of unissued notes. These 
were found in sheets bound in a book and a few sheets were cut 
up. They were printed in England. 


The paper is the proper laid paper and contains 
the distinctive watermark, MARYLAND, ae well as ornamentation 
in watermark. It is not a reprint. 

We hope we have been helpful. 

The piece is returned herewith. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN 
atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


_ A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
_ OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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i “ Cees, ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 21, 1972 


ANACS 

Box 87 | 

Ben Frenklin Station 
Washington, D. C. 20044 


Re: Ne. 871 
Attention: Mr, Charles Hoskins 
Gent Lenen: 


You have requested our opinion with respect to a 1793 U. S. Cent, 
Crosby l-A. It weighs 193-1/2 grains. it has a specific gravity of about 
9.0, Tt ig in very fine condition but apparently has slight tooling in the 
hair, The obverse is very weak as is often the situation. ‘The edge has 
complete vine and bars which are strong throughout and show wear. 


There is a dent over the U in UNITED and a tiny dent between the 
bettom part of the 17 of the date. 


Crosby, in his monograph, stated that the weights of these coine 
vary from 200 grains te 221 grains. The legal weight is 208 grains, The 
deficiency in weight of the subject coin is the only suspicious element I 
notice and this can nevertheless be a normal variation for a minor coin 
as it is only about 7% underweight whereas others are about 7% overweight. 
Ia our opinion the coin is genuine and not sufficiently altered to be 
rejected as an alteration. 


We hope we have been of service. 
it is returned herewith. 


Very truly yours, 
Uae 


or, pee a : 


EPN/ath ! ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


REGISTERED MAIL 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 21, 1972 


ANACS 

Box 87 

Ben Franklin Station ibe 

Washington, D, C. 20044 Re: Wo. 1011 
Attention: Mr. Charles Hoskins 

Gent lemen: | 


The 1791 Washington President small eagle submitted 
for an opinion weighs 185 grains and has a specific gravity 
of 8.8, it is particularly distinguishable by a light hori- 
zontal scratch 10 millimeters long below the shoulder and a 
heavy horizontal scratch 6 millimeters long below the first 
scratch. The € in CENT is weak, The obverse has many dents. 
The edge lettering is very weak and partly missing. The N in 
PRESIDENT has a dislocated diagonal stroke from a casting slip: 
vather than abuse. The pot metal color shows through on the 
obverse at 6 o'clock, over the NI of PRESIDENT and on many 
areas around the edge, 


The piece in our opinion is an old electrotype. It 
is returned herewith. 


We hope we have been helpful. 
Very truly yours, 


EPN ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
atb EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 21, 1972 


Mr. John A. Royse, Jr. 
?. 9. Box 40501 
indianapolis, Indiana 46240 


Dear Mr, Royse: 


The 1776 Continental Dollar with E G PEGIT haa been sent to us 
by Richard Picker for en opinion. Ite condition is very fine to eutremely 
fine. it weighs 304 grains and its specific gravity is 8.0. Ite obverse 
has a vertical diameter of 40-1/2 mm, and a horizontal diameter of 39 mm, 
The reverse is 60 degrees clockwise when the obverse is turned on 2 vertical 
axis. It has obverse dents in the ceater of the stylus, on the left 
foot of the second N in CONTINENTAL, and on the outer solid circle under 
the first N and the I of CONTINENTAL and several under the A. These 
give it positive identification, . 


it has been carefully compared to a germine piece of the same 
variety. ; 


The specific gravity is on the high side, but that is not con- 
ciusive, 


The reverse border beading ia very itreguiar and ummatural. 
The floral edge milling is wmaturally weak and typical of shrinkage from 
casting. 


It has porosity between RR end on the adjacent edge, also on 
the edge next to CON, 


The casting evidence ig strong on the reverse at GRE. ‘The upright 
of G is spread; the top of G combines with the circle above, the inner 
cirele between R and E spreads and the upright of E is not vertical. These 
and other irregularities are not caused by abuse but by casting deficiencies. 
They could not happen on @ struck coin, : . 


The metallic content has not been checked by us. 


. In our opinion the coin is an excellent cast forgery and is 
not a genuine struck piece. a . 


The piece is returned herewith. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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Be 6: _ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


: November 21, 1972 
My. John A. Royse, Jr. 

RP, 0. Box 40501 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 


We hope we have been of service. You may reimburse us for 
the return postage or contribute to our work if you wish. 


Bed truly yours, 


pe 


Ve rs 

~ gre ee Ge G2 ee. Auer ty 
EPN 2 ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
atb EDUCATION SOCIETY 
cos 


Mr. Richard Picker 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 22, 1972 


Mr. Walt Johnson 
2737 &. Euclid Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50317 


Dear Walt: 


Thank you for the nice alterations and forgeries. They are 
now resting together in my fake box. That is my coin jail. 


You asked for further research and a written report on the 

_ £our Canadian dot cents. I showed them to the best in the Canadian 
field, Jim Haxby. His pal, Peter Gaspar, is a chemistry professor and 
he wrote the enclosed report. I agree with them. I refer you also to 
Numismatic News of October 31, 1972 which has an article on Canada’s 
Coin Fakes by Bob Willey and he sags the drill and plug system was common. 
He indicates there are five original dot cents and four original dot 
dimes, all accounted for. 


I am enclosing three of the four dot cents and one of the sets 
of pictures. You have the other pictures already. 


A good way to fake the pieces is to cover with wax all except 
where the dot goes and then plate on copper. I think this was used on 


No. 4. 

I hope you have a fine holiday and that our paths cross soon 
again. 

Thank you for a fascinating problem. 

Cordially, 

EPN ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
atb . EDUCATION SOCIETY 
CERTIFIED MAIL 
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f ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 24, 1972 


Mr. Charles French 
P. 0. Box 256 
Jensen Beagh, Florida 33457 
Dear Charles: 

Younger eyes are better than mine so alterations 
by addition of mint marks are not my choice of things to 
torment myself with. 


The § on the 1909 S VDB has an unnatural top stroke 
on the S. I compared it to a genuine one. It is an alteration. 


The D on the 1914 has a moat around it. I feel it is 
an alteration. 


The D on the 1916 dime seems quite normal to me. The 
black spot below is the same as another spot elsewhere. 0.K. 


Perhaps A. N. A. C. S. has more expertise on mint 
mark additions than we and has shown it merits support, 


The coins are enclosed. 
Best wishes for the season. 


Sincerely yours, 


i we 
EPN igen We ae 
atb ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
Enc. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 18, 1972 


Mr, John B. Royse, Jr. 
P. O. Box 40501 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 


Dear Mr. Royse: 


Receipt is acknowledged of your Continental Dollar in pewter 
for an opinion. 


This coin is Variety 1-C but has an early stage of the die 
break which develops into 1(1)-C. Your coin has a scratch over NE of 
ONE on the reverse and a heavy edge dent over ¥ in CURENCY. It weighs 
285 grains and has a specific gravity of 7.5. It shows no wear but 
has some small dents and scratches, Its color is quite normal. It has 
a clear strong twin leaf milled edge. If turned on the obverse vertical 
axis its reverse is about 5 degrees clockwise. 


We see no suspicious characteristics and in our opinion it 
is genuine. — ef 


We hope we have been of service to you. 
Sincerely, 


/ 


/ | 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 
— ath 


Registered 
$1,000 value 
P. &. The coin is returned herewith, 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 9, 1973 


Mr. James G. Johnson 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Dear Jim: 


It is perfectly clear from the pictures you sent me 
of the 1804 Dellar that the coin is an alteration in the date 
of an 1800 U. S. Dollar, Bolender Variety 19. The reverse is 
known as the AMERICAT reverse, The photographs are returned, 


it is always a pleasure to try to assist you. 
I suggest that the coin be put back in storage for 
another 45 years - unless he wants to give it to us for our 


forgery collection. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT. CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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_ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 12, 1973 


Mr. William J. Schnurr II 
26 Bedford Drive 
Rochester, New York 14609 


Dear Mr. Schnurr: 


The American Numismatic Association Certification Service 
has asked us to return to you, directly, the 1789 Mott token which 
you submitted, and it is enclosed herwwith.. It is designated as coin 
No. 1483. Our opinion was asked with respect to it and we are reporting 
that directly to you. 


Your coin has a specific gravity of about &.8 and weighs approxi- 
mately 6.85 grams. It is struck on a emall thin planchet and it is un- 
qestionably genuine in our opinion. 


The only problem with respect to the coin is its milled edge 
which consists of diagonal lines and vertical lines, some of which overlap. 


We have not noticed any milled edge pieces of this coinage here- 
tefore. This coinage was struck on planchets which were too small for 
the dies and as a result many of the pieces do not show all of the legend 
or all of the border dentils. Your piece is the state of the reverse die 
before the die break took place. 


I have examined the piece to determine whether the edge milling 
was done before or after striking. Ordinarily it was done before striking 
if any was done. From an examination of this coin,particularly over the 
S before the word CLOCKS, it seems that the milling was done after the coin 
was struck. The only reason this would have been done was because the 
piece was so off center it might have been rejected as having been short~- 


I think edges of various British tokens of the period should be 
studied to determine whether this is a standard edge milling. Dalton and 
Hamer should be read for that purpose. If the edge milling were placed 
on the coin before striking, then the piece would be similar to many other 
English tokens which had oddments in edge milling where they did not care 
what edge milling was on the planchet prior to its striking. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 February 12, 1973 
Mer. William J.Schnurr [I 


If you need our further help on checking up on this matter, 
please let us hear from you. 
We hope we have been of service. 


Sincerely yours, 


2 aa 
ae Go KE rd fm tea ay 


EPN/atb | ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


GC; 

ANACS 

P. 0. Box &7, Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D. C, 20044 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
CERTIFICATION SERVICE 


CHARLES R. HOSKINS 
Director 
P.O. Box 87, Ben Franklin Station 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20044 





February 8, 1973 


Mr. Bric PP. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

boa houls, (Messourd. 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Mr. William J. Schnurr, owner of the 1789 Mott Token, 
thin planchet,. Coin No. 1483, asks that it be returned, if 
Pocsabie. in Time for exhibition on Feb.)17.. If you can 
euvcnenviGace iti by ‘Feb. 15 or earlier, please air mail it 
tO; 


New Wathen eoennurr Ti 
26 Medford Drive 
Rochester, New York 14609 


Let us know the disposition and we will reimburse you 
for postage and insurance fees. He values the coin at $500 
for insurance purposes. 

Cordially, 


eae. 


Charles Hoskins 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 30, 1973 


Abner Kreisberg Corporation 
344 North Beverly Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 


Gentlemen: 


The Continental Dollar, Type 2-C; which you sent us 
for an opinion, is a crude cast, and is returned herewith. 


It is the type of forgery which should be destroyed. 


The obverse has casting bubbles on the sun dial, on 
the motto, and on the first two numerals of the date. The reverse 
has casting bukbles in the center and over the Maryland link. The 
port through which the metal was poured is on the edge next to the 
one (1) of the date so copper shows curiously in some spots. 


We hope we have been of service. 
Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, / 


0, 


a: (PAN ee 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


CERTIFIED MAIL 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS | 


¢ 
» ABNER KREISBERG 
CORPORATION 


Professional Numismatists 
344 North Beverly Drive 
Beverty Hits, Cartr. 90210 
213-271-4281 
ABNER KREISBERG— JERRY COHEN 





Sivy ROR es 19TS 


To Mr. Eric P. Newman 





6450 Cecil Ave, 





St. Louis, Mo, 63105 





This merchandise is sent on consignment and title does not pass until paid for in full. 














l 1776 Continental Dollar for 
an opinion, 














ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 9, 1973 


Mr. Charles French 
P. O. Box 256 
Jensen Beach, Florida 33457 
Dear Charles: 

The 1722 Rosa Americana 2d is,in our opinion, genuine. 
Weight 260% grains, specific gravity 8.2. The edge was filed 
before striking. 


We hope we have been of service. The coin is returned 


herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 
EPN ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
atb EDUCATION SOCIETY 


CERTIFIED MAIL 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION - 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 











LAE 
iy 


